
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In August 2011 Newmont Waihi Gold announced that it was looking at mining under residential houses in the east of Waihi. 

Approximately 49 houses would be above the ore body called Correnso.    This would be an underground mine using existing structures in 

place and would have little or no effect in relation to noise or dust.   The closest mining would come to the surface would be 130 metres. There 

would however be some effect caused from blasting due to vibration. Some residents have raised a variety of concerns. 

The community and the gold mining company spent time in consultation and Newmont Waihi Gold applied for Resource Consent in late 2012 

with a Resource Consent hearing held in December of 2012 in front of three commissioners.. 

Currently mining is due to end here in Waihi in 2016 which will mean the loss of 370 jobs (approx.) directly and another 370 jobs (approx.) 

indirectly. 

 

From your unit work, tour and education sessions form your own opinion supported by evidence as to which decision below should be reached.  

The mining company should be able to 

 Mine the Correnso ore body without purchasing any houses 

 Mine the Correnso ore body after buying the houses above Correnso ore body 

 Not be allowed to mine the Corresno ore body at all. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ten things you 
have told us about 
our proposals 
[1] …you wanted to keep Waihi East as your 

community, not a collection of mine-owned houses. 
We initiated Top Up to keep private property in private hands and 
to keep the community your community. 

[2] …you are worried about your property being 

devalued. 
The best way to maintain valuations is to generate a lot of 
market-value sales. Top Up does this. In 2012 15 properties have 
sold in Waihi East so far. Nine of these were Top Ups and four of 
these were bought by Newmont following the launch of the PCIP. 
Two were sold independently. We anticipate another five Top Ups 
to be completed shortly. This compares to a total of 13 in 2010 
and 14 in 2011. Top Up isn’t an incentive to leave town – it’s a way 
of clearly showing that your biggest asset will always be worth 
market value. 

[3] …you’re worried about the Rateable Valuation on 

your property going down. 
RVs across all of Hauraki District have gone down. Residential 
Capital Value has decreased by 6.2% and Residential Land Value 
by 7.05%. Western Bay’s total capital value has decreased by 
22% overall, with urban residential values down on average by 
8.6% and house prices in Katikati dropping anywhere between 5% 
and 15%. (Thames Coromandel District will publish their valuations 
later this month). The RVs of West and East Waihi have gone down 
evenly. Property prices in Waihi have consistently held up very well 
over the past 30 years compared with other towns. 

[4] …you wanted programmes that help improve 

Waihi East as a whole. 
Streets Ahead commits $200,000 each year for the next 10 years 
to community improvements in the area if mining continues. That’s 
two million dollars. What this money is spent on will be determined 
by people on the Waihi Community Forum you know and voted for. 

[5] …Waihi East School is very important to you and 

it’s a hub for your community. 
We’re supporting the school, day-care and kindergarten by 
providing $150,000 each year to be spent in Waihi East as these 
institutions think best. This is in addition to the existing funding we 
will continue to provide for all schools in the Waihi area. 

[6] … you don’t understand the AEP and you want it to 

be more transparent. 
We’re working on this now and we have asked the Waihi 
Community Forum to give us their views on a number of different 
options on how the AEP could be improved. 

You told us… 
[7] …you want programmes that helped improve 

property values. 
Our partnership with EECA has seen over 200 homes registered 
for free insulation so far, with about half of these completed. This is 
good for keeping homes warm and people healthy; good for 
property values; and good for keeping your power bill down. And 
it’s good for the local and regional businesses doing the installing – 
Waihi Mitre 10, Homeseal, and InstalWarmth – that’s local and 
regional providers and jobs. 

[8] …you don’t want ‘backroom deals’ where it looks 

like some people got paid out and others didn’t, 
and you wanted somewhere independent to go if 
you had a dispute with the company that couldn’t 
be resolved. 
You didn’t want us to ‘pay people off’ just because they shout the 
loudest. You wanted to have some control around the company’s 
property policy, not just have it as something that’s negotiated 
behind closed doors or inflicted by the company on people. That’s 
why we suggested that the Waihi Community Forum be set up. 
1,278 people voted for representatives on the Forum. The 
Independent Review Panel appointed by the Forum members has 
been set up to do exactly what its name says – provide an 
independent panel for dispute resolution. 

 

[9] …if the company is going to buy houses then the 

decisions about which houses to buy should be 
made transparently, independently, and should take 
into account not just where the property is but 
also the people living in them. 
The Independent Review Panel will do this – people from outside 
Waihi with no relationship to the company, council or community 
will make decisions on property purchases based on a broad 
range of factors. 

[10] …some people want cash up front now because of 

our announcement. 
We disagree. Handing out cash now would reduce our current 
funding focus on maintaining the property market and investing in 
the community as a whole – for the benefit of the community in the 
long-term. As soon as we start handing out cash just because 
we’ve announced something – and before a new mine has been 
approved let alone constructed - then Waihi risks becoming a 
town of people on company welfare, or a town of absentee 
landlords receiving money but choosing to live elsewhere. 
We all want Waihi to be a working town and a community town, 
not a ‘where’s my cheque’ town. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newmont Waihi Gold property policy— what Newmont intends to do to help 

people affected by mining in relation to two new proposed mines. Correnso - under 

residential housing and Martha Exploration project at the bottom of the mine pit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Find it— How is gold and silver found? 

Manage Waste - What are tailings and waste rock? What happens to them? 

Gold Process 

Give as much information about the process that is followed to 

extract ore from the using the following headings 

 

Dig it - How do Newmont get gold and silver out of the ground? 

Crush it -  After rock is put onto trucks what happens? 

Treat it– How is gold and silver recovered from rock? 

Clean the Water — What is done to ensure water is clean? 

 



 

 

 
                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

What are the economic impacts of mining in Waihi? 

How much revenue was earned from mining last year and where is this 

money spent? 

Name three concerns people living on top of Correnso have? 

Notes 

 

 

 



Further Resources 

 
Information of current news articles between the Waihi goldmine spokesperson and Waihi East spokesperson can be 

found at www.goldfm.co.nz   WERGI stands for “Waihi East Rate Payers Association”  

Newmont Waihi Gold 

www.goldfm.co.nz/general-news/2012/newmont-waihi-gold-update-29-11-2012/                                        

 www.goldfm.co.nz/general-news/2012/newmont-waihi-gold-update-22-11-2012/                                                        

 

Wergi (Waihi East Ratepayers Association) 

 www.goldfm.co.nz/general-news/2012/what-s-up-wergi/  

 www.goldfm.co.nz/general-news/2012/wergi-meets-again-tonight/ 

 

You can also take a look at the submissions people have made for, neutral and against this project at : 

 http://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/news/Mining-issues/GoldenLinkRCAp/Submissions/default.htm 

The property policy can also be found http://newmontwaihigold.wikispaces.com/Lesson+Plans+and+Resources  

 and a video all about the Correnso proposal at http://newmontwaihigold.wikispaces.com/Videos+About+Our+Mine  

A great deal of information can also be found at our website www.waihigold.co.nz in the Update section. 

 

Newmont Waihi Gold’s Community report - www.waihigold.co.nz/community-report/  
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